Strandloper Project : Expedition 2020 Report
Expedition Route.

Expedition 2020 was staged in two sections; the first 12 days hiking the shoreline from Nature’s Valley to
Wilderness between the 1st and 13th October followed by four days hiking the Otter Trail from the 24th to
the 27th October.
The total distance of coastline hiked was 205km along a mix of rocky and sandy shoreline. Where the
terrain along the coastline permitted, we surveyed for washed up plastic pollution and fishing debris
along the route.

The Dirty Half Dozen

For the 2020 expedition, the core research team had the addition of Pam Booth to replace Dr Louw
Claassens who accepted a marine research post in Palau. From left to right, the research team with their
acquired nicknames were :
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lisa Leslie - Limpet
Mark Dixon – Mussels
Amanda Dixon – Angel Fish
Pam Booth – Clever Clam
Chris Leggatt - Calamari
Melinda Morkel - Lara Croft

The success of the expedition was deeply rooted in the unified passion for marine conservation by each
member, and the concern of the threat that plastic pollution and fishing debris has on ocean health and
marine biodiversity.
Accompanying the research team on various stages of the expedition were Kei Heyns (manager of the
Robberg Coastal Corridor), Keith Spenser (Cape Nature Catchment Area Manager) and Wayne Meyer
(Cape Naturemarine ranger at Goukamma) and Mandie Janse van Rensberg (honorary member).
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Data Capture
All our data is captured electronically using Cybertracker, an information capture platform that records a
geo reference for each dataset. Each data field captured for the specific surveys was customized for
attributes required. Five members of the expedition had a copy of the app on their Android
smartphones.
After the expedition was completed, all data was downloaded and reports exported to a spread sheet
and as shape files for analysis in Excel and QGIS.

Survey Methods
The Strandloper project has developed a series of survey methods to collect data to accurately map
washed up plastic pollution and fishing debris occurrence along the coastline. The following methods
were the backbone of our survey protocols :
1. Dirty Dozen survey – This survey method is a modification of the plastic survey method created
by The Beach Co-op, a Cape Town Based NGO. Our modification surveys for 17 specific
categories of common washed-up trash and includes an 18th category for additional items not on
the list. We conducted out Dirty Dozen surveys every 5km by surveying three 10m x 2m
transects. Size range, colour and item count were recorded for each item.
2. Plastic Bottle Survey – To document the density of plastic bottles washed up, we counted plastic
bottles along a 100m length of beach. Surveys were conducted every 2km (where coastline
permitted) with additional surveys at locations with a high density of bottles.
3. Incidental Sighting Survey – Items of significance or interest between the formal survey sites
were recorded as incidental sightings and included plastic trash, commercial &/ recreational
fishing debris, mammal strandings, washed up marine carcasses, African Black Oystercatchers
and indications of Cape Clawless Otter activity.
4. Fishermen – We recorded fishermen, capturing number of people present, location and type of
fishing activity. We were also requested by Cape Nature to document any indications of
poaching activity seen.

Results
Incidental sightings
Incidental sightings demanded our constant attention between designated survey sites. We recorded a
total of 1,820 incidental sightings, more than double that of the 2019 expedition. The 2020 incidental
sightings were broken down as follows:
Fishing Debris
Fishermen Recorded
Plastic Pollution
Evidence of Poaching
Mammals Recorded
Bird/reptiles recorded
Fish/discards recorded
Boats Recorded

513
40
1003
16
77
149
20
2
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Fishing Debris
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The 513 incidental observations related to
fishing debris were split into three broad
categories, namely commercial, recreational
and other.
Commercial fishing debris is split into Longline,
Trawl net, Rope and Crab Pots while
recreational fishing debris is split into
monofilament, hook, line and sinker, thread
bobbins and floats.
Other is a collective for a range of items that
wash up on the shoreline and includes
dustbins, pool filters, life jackets, section of
boat, clothing etc, most of which are possible
items used on fishing boats.

Recreational Fishing Debris (green dots)

Recreational fishing debris (see green dots above) comprising monofilament, lead sinkers, sections of
monofilament with hooks and elastic thread bobbins were evenly distributed along the full survey route.
The area with the least amount of recreational fishing debris was along the Otter Trail between the
Storms River campsite and Nature’s Valley.
The section between Nature’s Valley and Keurbooms had evidence of regular recreational fishing activity
and included evidence of abalone (Haliotis midae) poaching.

Commercial Fishing Debris (red dots)
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Commercial fishing debris (se red dots above) included crab pots, trawl nets, sections of longline rope
and sections of rope associated with commercial fishing activities (anchor rope, down line, bindings, etc).
Excluding sections of rope, the most prolific commercial fishing item recorded were crab pots. The
highest density of crab pots was recorded in the section between Buffalo Bay and Kleinkrantz. The
significance of this distribution is that it flanks the Goukamma Marine Protected Area. No less than 46%
of the total number of crab pots recorded were within the Goukamma Marine Protected area, indicating
that the buffer of this MPA, and possibly within the boundaries of the MPA, is targeted by this fishery.
Of the items related to trawling, over 65% were recorded between Buffalo Bay and Wilderness and 35%
washed up within the Goukamma MPA.
In stark comparison, the Tsitsikamma MPA had very few items of commercial fishing, with only 3 crab
pots and two sections of rope recorded.

Ropes (orange dots)

The loss of ropes (see orange dots above) into the ocean is of great concern as it poses a threat of
entanglement to marine mammals and large marine fauna in long sections of rope as well as ingestion by
larger marine fauna of shorter, smaller sections of rope. With 145 records along the 2020 expedition
route, rope made up 67% of all fishing debris documented.
Of major concern, is that the sections of coastline that had the highest density of washed-up rope
(Robberg to Noetsie and Buffalo Bay to Platbank) are also the least populated and rarely visited sections
of coastline, so that in the event of a marine mammal entanglement, there would be a low observation
and reporting rate.

Plastic Debris
Plastic debris made up 46% of all incidental sightings, of
which items from the beverage industry was the largest
component at 35% of incidental plastic debris records.
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Packaging, representing wrappers from crisp packets,
chocolate bars and individual sweet units, were a persistent
category found along the entire route.
Micro plastics were recorded when seen either in washed
up slicks or as small patches. Evaluation of the micro
plastics revealed that they had not been drifting in the
ocean as there was no encrusting marine life on them, an
indication that their origin was from a terrestrial source.

Beverage Categories (red & green dots)

BEVERAGE ITEM
CATEGORY
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One of the most consistent plastic items recorded along the
entire route were plastic lids, mostly from carbonated drink
bottles and water bottles. From analysis of the group of
beverage plastic items recorded, plastic lids made up 35% of
all beverage items.
Lids lacked any encrusting marine life, indicative that they
originate from a terrestrial source. The density and thickness
of the plastic of lids contribute to their buoyancy and
subsequent distribution along the shoreline.

Energy
Drink
4%

Noticeable in the 2020 expedition, compared to the 2019
expedition, was that there was an increase in the number of
smaller sized carbonated drink bottles, a possible
consequence of the implementation of the sugar tax. Smaller
bottles are produced as a means to bypass of the sugar tax,
Flavoure
d Dairy indirectly increasing the volume of plastic relative to the
volume of beverage sold.
2%

Spirits
2%

Lids /
Tops
35%

Fruit
Drinks
1%

Mammals
Cape Clawless Otter (Aonyx capensis) (orange dots)

Otter sightings were recorded as live sightings, spoor, scat, scent and feeding stations. We didn’t any live
Cape Clawless Otters records, but did find one otter carcass. A total of 44 records were made.
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Reviewing the distribution of the otter sightings, they were concentrated to the rocky sections of
coastline and the shoreline with low human density and impact. Beaches and sections of shoreline with
regular human access lacked records of otter presence.
50% of Cape Clawless Otter records were from the Robberg Coastal Corridor between Robberg and
Noetzie.

Seals (green, red & blue dots)
We recorded 18 seal
sightings of which 6
were carcasses. 17 of
the records were of
Cape Fur Seals
(Arctocephalus
pusillus) and 1 Sub
Antarctic Fur Seal
(Arctocephalus
tropicalis) which was resting in the Goukamma Nature Reserve.

Three records on the Keurbooms Strand were of carcasses of juvenile Cape Fur Seals which had been
bitten in half. The state of decay of the three carcasses was too advanced to speculate if they had been
preyed on by sharks or the bull Elephant Seal which had been reported of attacking and killing seals at
the Robberg Cape Fur Seal colony.

Birds (green dots)
A total of 10 species of
birds were identified
with the most records
for African Black
Oystercatchers.
113 records of this
species were made with
an approximate count of
485 birds. The highest density of African Black Oystercatchers (Haematopus moquini)) was between
Buffalo Bay and Wilderness, though the lower number of records between Robberg and the Knysna
Estuary can be attributed to most of the shoreline being inaccessible for accurate counts.
Three White-chinned Petrels (Procellaria aequinoctialis) were recorded, of which two were in a suitable
condition to dissect. The crop of one of these birds on Keurbooms Strand contained squid beaks and one
nurdle.

Cetaceans
A total of five carcasses were recorded, 2 x Humpback Whales (Megaptera novaeangliae), 2 x Kogia
species and a Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus). All findings were reported to the Marine
Mammal Stranding group and information passed directly to Dr Greg Hofmeyer in Port Elizabeth.
The Kogia species stranded on the beach between Buffalo Bay and Brenton on Sea was a fresh stranding
and was sampled by Wayne Meyer from Cape Nature.
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Fishermen (red dots)

A total of 80 fishermen (see red dots above) from 40 sightings were recorded. There were two main
regions that fishermen were seen, namely flanking the Robberg Peninsula and between Buffalo Bay and
Wilderness.
When mapped in conjunction with incidental sightings of recreational fishing debris (see blue dots
above), it is apparent that we missed seeing fishermen between Nature’s Valley and Keurbooms River as
well as around the access to the shoreline from Kranshoek. This can be attributed to a combination of
weather conditions when we hiked these two sections and the time of the week.

Dirty Dozen Surveys (red dots)

A total of 37 Dirty Dozen surveys were conducted (see red
dots above). Overall, nurdles (79%), micro plastics (13.6%)
and cold drink lids (2.4%) made up 95% of items recorded
during these surveys.
Micro plastics ranged in size from 2mm up to 10cm
sections of the original item that it comprised. Micro
plastics were separated into four broad colour classes as
an indication of the mix of plastic item colours and the
barrier it poses to recycling. The proportion of colour of
microplastics was as follows :
Blue/green/purple
Yellow/red/orange
Black/dark
White/light grey
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33.4%
13.2%
15.8%
37.5%

Removing nurdles and micro plastics from the survey results, the image changes dramatically. Plastic lids
for carbonated
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beverages, water
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Earbuds (13%),
individual
wrappers (12%)
and bottles (water
6% and
carbonated
beverage bottles

3%) made up a combined 34% of items surveyed on the Dirty Dozen surveys.

Density Distribution along the Coastline
Looking at the mean transect counts per day of the top six plastic items recorded in the Dirty Dozen
surveys against a map of the expedition route, it is noticeable that there are three distinct clusters of
high accumulation, namely the Gericke’s Point to Wilderness, Brenton on Sea to Kranshoek and the
Bloukrans River sections.
During the expedition, rain was experienced on the 2nd, 3rd and 9th October during the first phase of the
expedition between Nature’s Valley and Wilderness. It also rained on the 25th October during the section
on the Otter Trail.

The significance of the rain is the impact it has on flushing plastic down the rivers into the ocean before
being washed up on the beaches. The bulk of the plastic items and bottles recorded in the Dirty Dozen,
Plastic Bottle and Incidental Sighting surveys lacked any encrusting algae, an indication of a short
duration of drifting in water, particularly prior to being washed up on the shoreline.
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Two other crucial factors to be taken into consideration with the rainfall, is the state of the numerous
rivers and if they were open to the ocean, and whether they flow past human settlements before
reaching the ocean.
From east to west, the Bloukrans, Keurbooms, Knysna, Goukamma and Touw Rivers were open during
the expedition period.
Shoreline terrain and substrate also influence the items recorded. Along the section of coastline between
Knysna and Robberg, the rocky shoreline made it difficult to collect microplastic, but still allowed plastic
lids to be collected and recorded which is clearly reflected in the bar graph for that section of coastline.
The high value for micro plastics near the Bloukrans River reflects both the proximity of human
settlements to the course of the river as well as the sections of sandy beaches flanking the mouth of the
river where micro plastics accumulated and could be easily collected in the transects.
To the west of the expedition route, for the section between Goukamma River and Wilderness, the
shoreline is predominantly sandy beaches with an easy to locate highwater mark.
The high percentage of micro plastics and plastic lids on its own indicates that rivers along that section of
the coastline are the contributing sources of plastic entering the ocean. An additional vector in the
distribution of washed-up plastic has to be taken into consideration, namely the inshore current.
The dominant current flowing along the southern Cape is the westward-flowing Agulhas Current.
However, closer inshore, the counter current flows in an easterly direction. Plastic items flushed through
rivers to the west of Wilderness, as a result of this counter current, are regularly washed up on the beach
between Victoria Bay and Buffalo Bay with a significant dump occurring 4.5km west of Gericke’s Point.
In the graph, the dramatic increase in mean records of earbuds along the section between Sedgefield
and Wilderness attest to the impact of the east-flowing counter current during the expedition period.
The Swartvlei Estuary to the west of Sedgefield was closed by a sand bar and had no contact to the
ocean, ruling it out as a source of micro plastics, lids and earbuds.
This leaves the Touw and Kaaimans Rivers as a possible source of the plastic pollution recorded on the
coastline between Buffalo Bay and Wilderness.
If we consider our findings from the 2019 expedition from Blombos to Wilderness and results from
additional surveys, the combined data from the 2020 expedition, the 2019 expedition and independent
surveys of the Meulen River, the combined items surveyed on the beach between Sedgefield and
Wilderness are most likely from a series of illegal dumps along the banks of the Muelen River. The
earbuds are also most likely entering the ocean from the sewage overflow into the Muelen River due to
undermaintained infrastructure within the George municipal area. Present evidence is that the source of
plastic flow into the ocean is from a substantial human settlement in George.

Nurdles

.

Nurdle Wash Up
On the 1st October 2020 the Strandloper Project recorded washed up nurdles on the Nature's Valley
Beach.
The initial reaction when we reported the nurdles was that they were a legacy of a spill that occurred off
the coastline near Durban in 2017.
However the colour and physical structure of the nurdles indicated that they were derived from a more
recent event.
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While we have recorded nurdles on our beach surveys, we have
never recorded nurdle densities like we did on the 4th October
on Robberg Beach.
To accurately quantify the density of the nurdle wash up we
used a quadrant made up of four linked cable ties to give a
standard of transect square of 35cm x 35cm. On Robberg Beach
we recorded up to 1587 nurdles per quadrant with a mean of
330 nurdles/quadrant.
Nurdle Spread.
By the 20th October, reports of nurdles came in from Infanta and False Bay, suggesting a new nurdle spill
and an extensive issue. Subsequent investigation revealed that a new spill occurred in either late
September or on the 1st of October, somewhere east of Plettenberg Bay, in the Garden Route.
Reports are that up to 6 containers were lost at sea and that potentially two or three containers broke,
releasing nurdles into the ocean.
What is a Nurdle?
Nurdles are the raw ingredient of most plastic items. Comprising a pellet approximately 3mm in size,
their design is to facilitate easy transport, handling and measurement in the plastic production chain. A
byproduct of the petro chemical industry, the colour of the nurdles vary due to the actual chemical
composition of the nurdles.
Nurdles are shipped in bulk in containers, packaged in 25kg plastic bags, and are vulnerable to loss off
ships overboard whilst in stormy oceans.

Nurdle density on these transects was as high as 2000 nurdles/20m2 with a mean of 347/transect. The
lower numbers reflect the difficulty of counting nurdles on the rock sections of shoreline where they
trickle between the rocks and can't be seen or collected.
There were three clusters of high nurdle densities, namely in proximity to Bloukrans River Mouth (max
count/transect = 1900), Robberg Beach (Max count/transect = 1587) and Goukamma Beach (max
count/transect = 2000).
As with the reduced micro plastic density between Robberg and Buffalo Bay, the lack of nurdle records
along this section of the coastline can be attributed to the rocky shoreline and the nurdles being
inaccessible for counting.
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Why are Nurdles a threat to Marine Life?
The size and colour of nurdles is similar to the spawn and larval phases of marine fauna and are often
mistaken as food items and ingested in a feeding frenzy.
Stranded turtle hatchlings that have been rescued for rehab along our coastline have all had micro
plastics in their digestive tracts.
On our research expedition in October 2020,
an autopsy on a White-chinned Petrel
(Procellaria aequinoctialis) revealed that it had
a nurdle in its stomach as well as over 20
small squid beaks.
The presence of the nurdle could have
resulted in the death of the bird from three
methods or a combination of them. Firstly the
nurdle could give the sensation of a full
stomach which results in the bird not feeding
and ultimately dying from starvation.
Secondly, nurdles offer an ideal surface for
micro-organisms to colonise, some of which
could be pathogenic to marine fauna. Lastly,
the chemical composition of the nurdle can
be toxic in the digestive tract, resulting in the death of a marine creature that has digested it.
Public Assistance.
The October 2020 nurdle spill and wash up resulted in a sterling effort by members of the public, NGO
volunteers and even municipalities, to clean the beaches of nurdles.
Mapping the Scale of the Wash up.
To accurately determine the scale of the threat from the nurdle spill and to best plan resources to focus
on both clean up and spill capture, it is vital that concise data is collected and we are calling on everyone
to become a 'Citizen Scientist'.
When you are next on the beach to either clean up nurdles or merely for recreation, please consider
conducting a series of density surveys of nurdles.
To replicate the data, a standard unit of area is required and we suggest that the 'Cable Tie' method is
adopted.
Simply link four long cable ties to form a square. This gives a 35cm x 35cm quadrant. For the density
survey, randomly place the quadrant on the nurdle slick and count every nurdle in the quadrant.
For statistical integrity, please conduct between 3 and 5 quadrant surveys at each site so that we can
determine an average density.
For each survey, record the number of nurdles per quadrant, the time and date of the survey and the
GPS location
Future Threat
Following three nurdle spills globally (two in South African waters and one in New Zealand waters),
researchers consider that the largest threat to marine life in the future will be nurdle spills, superseding
the threat of oil spills.
Based on the research from these three spills, presentations have been made to the IMO (International
Marine Organization) to re-categorise nurdles as hazardous cargo and that containers transporting them
be stowed in the hull to prevent loss at sea. A proposal has also been made to change their packaging to
a more robust form.

Plastic Bottle Survey (red dots)
A total of 37 Plastic Bottle surveys were conducted, ranging between a transect count of 1 to 57 with a
mean count of 17 plastic bottles per 100m of shoreline.
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A subjective observation was that there was an increase in the proportion of small carbonated beverage
plastic bottles (see orange dots above) relative to the 1.5l and 2l bottles compared to the 2019 survey.
By comparison, the mean count of plastic bottles for the 2019 survey was 21 bottles/100m with a
maximum count of 85 bottles/100m.
The perception of an increase in the small plastic bottles is attributed to the strategy of beverage
companies’ policy to avoid sugar tax. Beverages sold in volume below 400ml are exempt of sugar tax.
Due to the subjective observation of increased small carbonated plastic bottles, the Strandloper project
will modify our recording methods for future Plastic Bottle surveys to include the count of bottle in size
categories. We may also include the type of beverage if trials prove it viable.

Dive and BRUV surveys.
While the intention was to attempt a series of daily dive and BRUV surveys (Bated Remote Underwater
Surveys), the combination of safe access to suitable sites, poor sea and weather conditions and the
added weight of carrying the dive gear and equipment resulted in only two dives being conducted. Both
dives were conducted within the Robberg Coastal Corridor, the first of which was in an enclosed natural
tidal pool and the second was in a gully below Kranshoek.
While there was no evidence of fishing activity within the tidal pool at the first dive site, most likely due
to the confined dimensions of the pool, the diversity of sea anemones was impressive as were the
prolific accumulation of sea fans.
Of interest was finding a nudibranch, a Sea-fan Nudibranch
(Tritonia nilsodherni), an alien species most likely introduced
from Europe.

The second dive in the gully south of Kranshoek, 7 sets of snagged fishing tackle were collected. All
pieces of tackle recovered had improvised sinkers of sparks plugs and sections of steel rod, an indication
of use by fishermen from a low socio-economic demographic using alternatives to relatively costly lead
sinkers.
Watch BRUV video from dive site #02
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We were able to deploy a BRUV camera in the gully while the dive survey was being conducted. In a 15
minute survey period, 5 species of fish where recorded in the video, namely :
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Blacktail : Diplodus capensis
Juvenile Musselcracker : Sparodon durbanensis
Klipvis species : Clinus sp
Two Tone Fingerfish : Chirodactylus brachydactylus
Strepie : Sarpa salpa

The first species to approach the bait, crushed mussels (Perna perna), were juvenile Blacktail, closely
followed by a juvenile Musselcracker. The third species to arrive to inspect the bait were the Two Tone
Fingerfish, though initially they did not begin feeding. A Klipvis was the third species to arrive and it
would defend access to the bait. After 10 minutes, when most of the bait had been consumed, the Two
Tone Fingerfish began to actively pick at the mussel shells.

Gratitude to our Sponsors and Supporters.
The success of every research expedition is dependent on a number of factors, of which funding and
support are crucial.
For the 2020 coastal research expedition hike, the Strandloper Project was again privileged to have
received incredible support from conservancies, companies, private individuals, parastatal organizations
and municipalities.
Vital support and accommodation was received from the Nature’s Valley Trust, the Noetzie Conservancy
and the Robberg Coastal Corridor.
Additional accommodation was sponsored by Afrovibe in Sedgefield, Keerweerder B&B in Buffalo Bay,
Elke van der Walt in Plettenberg Bay, Juan and Jeanine Botes in KLeinkrantz, Judy Harrison in Brenton on
Sea, Jonathon Bass of Trinity Farm Ocean View Cottages, Garden Route National Park for access to the
Harkerville Hut and the Otter Trail, Keith Spencer from Cape Nature for access to Robberg Nature
Reserve, Sandi Braun in Noetzie and Fran van Rooyen in Keurbooms Strand.
In addition to our desktop planning of the route, Elbie Burger provided invaluable information for the
section between Harkerville and Knysna Heads. Duncan Hays from the Nature’s Valley Trust, in addition
to accommodation and collaboration with Strandloper Project, advised on the coastal section between
Nature’s Valley and Keurbooms Strand.
Donating valuable time to guide our research team, Kei Heyns, the manager from the Robberg Coastal
Corridor, was crucial in guiding us between Robberg and Noetzie.
With large sections of the Garden Route coastline restricted by private land ownership and as protected
nature reserves managed by the Garden Route National Park and Cape Nature, special thanks to Megan
Taplin and Jessica Hayes from SANParks, Keith Spencer from Cape Nature, Kei Heyns and Andrew Hill
from the Robberg Coastal Corridor for both granting and negotiating permission from private land
owners to traverse the RCC. The Knysna Heads has a reputation of difficult navigation, but hiking around
the western head is also challenging and special thanks to Andre from Featherbed Nature Reserve for
granting us special access despite the reserve being closed due to COVID.
Every campaign is further dependent on two vital aspects, namely transport and food.
Dylan Jones of Halfway Toyota in George again stepped forward with their Knights Community program
and sponsored a double cab Hilux bakkie and fuel for the duration of the expedition which was vital to
the support of the expedition.
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Catering on the expedition was sponsored by two companies. Spar Wilderness sponsored general
groceries and essentials while Mama Alles sponsored a range of nutritious easy to prepare trail meals.
Wine was sponsored by Adrian from Greenhill Wines.
We greatly appreciated being hosted for meals by Sandi Braun from the Noetzie Conservancy at the
Knysna Gin Distillery, by Fran van Rooyen at Enrico’s, Juan and Jeanine Botes in Kleinkrantz, Masimo
Mariotti at Salina’s Restaurant in Wilderness, Trish Judson in Sedgefield, Jonathan Bass of Trinity Ocean
View Cottages for an epic braai rounded off with Jagermeisters, and a most memorable seafood
smorgasbord hosted by Mr. Ken Heyns at the Global Village in Plettenberg Bay.
To counter all coastal weather conditions, suitable apparel is essential for comfort and protection of the
research team. Special thanks to Andrea Engelbrecht from Hi-Tec SA for durable footwear and protective
shells.
Apparel suitable for the range of weather conditions that we experienced during the expedition was
graciously sponsored by Adrian Strydom from Badger and Mountain Wines and Dean from African Tusk
Clothing. Again, Evelyn Pepler from Ocean Odyssey contributed with some awesome hoodies.
Modern day expeditions have become dependent on gadgets, and thanks to Eden Olivier from the
George Branch of Expedition North, we were able to stock up on essential tech and power supplies to
keep our equipment functioning.
We were very appreciative of three generous financial donations from Investec, Mrs. Mandie Janse van
Rensberg and Mr. Chris von Christierson.
In the planning stages of the 2020 expedition we set up a crowdfunding account with GoGetFunding and
would like to thank Ryan Francois and Evette van Wyk for their generous contributions.
One of the core objectives of our research is to raise public awareness of the impact of plastic pollution
and fishing debris on the environment and the threat that it poses to marine biodiversity. The
Strandloper Project extends a huge thank you to everyone who followed our expedition progress across
our social media platforms and our live tracking using our Spot Tracker. Without your support the value
of our research would be greatly diminished.

Contact Strandloper Project
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Website : www.strandloperproject.org
Email : ghostfishing@strandloperproject.org
Facebook : Strandloper Project Facebook Page
Instagram : https://www.instagram.com/strandloperproject/
Twitter : https://twitter.com/strandloperp
YouTube : Strandloper Project Playlist
Link Tree : https://linktr.ee/StrandloperProject
Go Get Funding : Make a donation to support our marine research.
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